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1911. 



THE ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



5 A 



Dr. Ernst Richard of Columbia University, president 
of the New York German Peace Society, is very active 
this winter in the peace movement, giving lectures in 
different places on " The Foundations and Aims of the 
Modern Peace Movement," etc. 



Brevities. 

. . . The following remonstrance against the fortifica- 
tion of the Panama Canal, etc., has been sent to Congress, 
signed by many leading members of the Society of Friends 
in New England and other parts of the country : 

"As members of the Society of Friends in New 
England we protest against the proposed expenditure 
of the public funds for warlike preparations, and in par- 
ticular we protest against the use of such funds for the 
fortification of the Panama Canal, and we urge the gov- 
ernment of the United States to procure by international 
agreement the neutralization of the whole canal zone." 
... On February 15, at The Hague, before a tribunal 
of which the Swiss Minister at Paris is president, began 
the arbitration of the dispute between Russia and Turkey 
regarding the payment of pecuniary claims to Russian 
subjects by Turkey arising out of the war of 1877-8. 
Turkey has already paid more than one million dollars 
of these claims, but has refused to pay interest on the 
capital of the indemnities, as asked by Russia. The 
present arbitration is of the question of interest, both 
governments having agreed to leave it to The Hague. 
. . . Prof. Franklin H. Giddings, the distinguished 
sociologist of Columbia University, places the responsi- 
bility for war directly upon the shoulders of the world's 
great statesmen. He said, in a recent lecture, that the 
view that wars arise from causes beyond human control 
has given way to the conviction that great men are 
social causes, able to initiate and sway events. The man 
in the street unconsciously imitates these great men in 
opinion and desire and gives them great power for weal 
or woe. He advises the peace workers to direct their 
shafts at the minds of present day statesmen. 
. . . On the 15th of February, President Nicholas 
Murray Butler of Columbia University, Joseph H. Choate, 
former Ambassador to Great Britain, and Richard Olney, 
former Secretary of State, appeared before the House 
Committee on Appropriations, and entered their protest 
against the fortification of the Panama Canal. 
... On Sunday the 5th of February, two distinguished 
Germans, Dr. Harnack and Dr. Spiecker, were received 
by King George V. of England. During the interview 
the King uttered the following significant words : 

" My dear father has been called ' The Peacemaker,' and he 
was a peacemaker, and I consider it my duty to follow in his 
footsteps. Consequently, I shall support every endeavor in 
the direction of promoting peace and goodwill between the 
nations." 

. . . The British Council of Churches for promoting 
friendly relations between the British and German peo- 
ples was definitely inaugurated in Queen's Hall, London, 
on the 6th of February. This organization is the out- 
come of the recent efforts made in both countries through 
the clergy to bring into closer relations the two peoples, 
and is created for the continuance of work in the same 
direction. 
... A motion in the French Chamber of Deputies in- 



viting the government to open correspondence with the 
powers, Great Britain and Germany particularly, with a 
view to simultaneous limitation of armaments, though 
opposed by the Foreign Minister, carried the votes of 
more than one third of the members, or nearly two hun- 
dred in all. 

. . . Commenting on the formation of the first work- 
ingmen's Peace Society in Milan, Italy, with eighteen 
thousand members, The Buffalo Times says : " It is hard 
for Americans to realize the sad sincerity with which 
European workmen hate war. Its burden presses on 
them even in time of peace ; they are never exempt from 
its oppressions, and conscription hales them from their 
homes, and forces them to waste several of the best years 
of life in obeying the commands of the drill-sergeant." 
... A motion in the French Chamber of Deputies that 
the government be urged to make an effort to have the 
limitation of armaments placed on the program of the third 
Hague Conference was carried by a vote of four hundred 
and forty-seven to fifty-six. 

... At a recent dinner tendered to Justice Hughes of 
the United States Supreme Court by the New York 
County Lawyers' Association, Attorney-General Wicker- 
sham, alluding to the Carnegie Peace Fund, said : " In 
my opinion the bar of this nation has done and is doing 
more for the cause of peace than can be accomplished by 
many times the munificent endowment referred to." 
. . . Signor Tittoni, former Italian Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, now Ambassador to France, said at a peace dinner 
in Paris on February 22, that, " without wishing to de- 
tract from the importance of peace congresses and con- 
ferences, he believed that the greatest progress in the 
idea of universal peace had been effected by the educa- 
tion of the masses." 

... In the Peace Sunday observances in Melbourne, 
Australia, the Acting Prime Minister, Mr. Hughes, de- 
livered an address on arbitration to a large audience at 
the evening service in the Australian Church. At the 
morning service, Dr. Charles Strong, the pastor, spoke 
on " Come, Let Us Abolish War." 



The Fortification of the Panama Canal. 

The views of former Secretary of State, Richard Olney, given 
out in a statement on February 19. 

In the Clayton-Bulwer treaty of 1850, the United 
States and Great Britain agreed that neither would ever 
erect or maintain any fortifications commanding the canal 
or the vicinity thereof. The Hay-Pauneefote treaty of 
February 5, 1900, by clause 7, stipulated as follows: 

"No fortifications shall be erected commanding the 
canal or the waters adjacent. The United States, how- 
ever, shall be at liberty to maintain such military police 
along the canal as may be necessary to protect it against 
lawlessness and disorder." 

Though this treaty did not get through the Senate, it 
is important to refer to it because it so clearly distinguishes 
between fortification of the canal and the military polic- 
ing of it against lawlessness and disorder. The former 
was prohibited while the latter was allowed. Upon the 
failure of this treaty a new one was framed, which was 
sent to the Senate December 4, 1901, and which was 
ratified by the Senate and became a law December 6, 



